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SUBJECT: AUGUST 29 SYRIAN MEDIA REPORT SARKIS WILL VISIT DAMASCUS 
AUGUST 30 

1 . MEDIA REPORTED PRES-ELECT SARKIS WILL VISIT DAMASCUS 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 31, "WITHIN FRAMEWORK OF CONSULTATIONS AND 
CONTACTS FOR RESTORATION OF PEACE, ORDER AND STABILITY." 
BACKDROP TO NEWS OF HIS IMMINENT ARRIVAL WAS REPORT THAT 12 
COUNTRIES HAD AGREED TO ATTEND ARAB SUMMIT, DATE AND VENUE 
OF WHICH WILL BE SET AT AL FONMINS' MEETING LATER THIS WEEK. 

PRESS ALSO NOTED MEETING PREVIOUS DAY BETWEEN AL MEDIATOR 
DR. KHULI AND REPS FROM PHALANGE AND PLO. DR. KHULI MET 
WITH OTHER FACTIONS TO DISCUSS AL PEACE PLAN, AND MORE 
MEETINGS WILL TAKE PLACE SEPTEMBER 1. PRESS OBSERVED 
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OF REACHING PEACE ACCORD NOW THAT AL MEDIATORS HAVE 
OBTAINED APPROVAL IN PRINCIPLE FOR THEIR PROPOSAL FROM ALL PARTIES 
TO DISPUTE. CONSULTATIONS CONTINUE TO OBTAIN FINAL 
APPROVAL." 

2. PRESS REPORTED THAT VIOLENT CLASHES OCCURRED 
AUGUST 28 IN BEIRUT'S COMMERCIAL DISTRICT ACCOMPANIED 
BY HEAVY SHELLING OF POPULATED AREAS IN CAPITAL AND ITS 
SUBURBS. 

3. AL-THAWRAH COLUMNIST ASSERTED THAT ATTEMPTS TO 
FOIL AL INITIATIVE HAVE INCREASED IN WAKE OF ATTEMPT BY 
PLOTTERS TO UNDERMINE SYRIAN EFFORTS. HE ADDED, "WE 
HAVE EMPHASIZED DUTY OF ARAB LEAGUE TO ADOPT URGENT AND 
DECISIVE MEASURES TO IMPOSE SETTLEMENT AND STOP PLOT 
WITHOUT DELAY. SUMMIT HAS BECOME NECESSARY TO PUT AN 
END TO LEBANESE DISASTER. INDEED, SUMMIT HAS BECOME 
LAST RESORT FOR FORMULATION OF RESOLUTIONS TO SETTLE 
CRISIS. THEREFORE, FONMINS MEETING SHOULD SPECIFY 
PRACTICAL MEASURES FOR SUMMIT TO ADOPT." 

4. COMMENT: COLUMNIST'S REMARKS IMPLY THAT DAMASCUS 
HAS LARGELY WRITTEN OFF AL INITIATIVE AND NOW LOOKS 
TO ARAB SUMMIT TO PROVIDE FOCUS FOR RE-ACTIVATING 
EFFORTS TO SETTLE CRISIS. OUR LOCAL CONTACTS REMAIN 
SKEPTICAL THAT SUMMIT WILL SOON CONVENE. 

MURPHY 
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